

ADOPTED 4/26/16


Introduced by Council Member Morgan & Co-sponsored by Council 

Members Hazouri and Carter:
RESOLUTION 2016-262-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING ST. JOHN THE DIVINE GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH ON THE JOYOUS OCCASION OF THE CHURCH’S 100TH ANNIVERSARY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, recognized as the third oldest Greek Orthodox parish in the state of Florida, under the auspices of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America and located within the ecclesiastical jurisdiction of the Metropolis of Atlanta, St. John the Divine Greek Orthodox Church began with the arrival of the first Greek immigrants to Jacksonville at the end of the 19th century; and


WHEREAS, according to early records, services began in 1907 with Father Arsenios as officiating clergyman, years before a permanent perish organization began under Father Michael Sarris in 1918; and


WHEREAS, originally chartered November 2, 1916, under the name The Oriental Greek Orthodox Church – The Revelation of St. John Theologos, the charter was eventually changed to St. John the Divine Greek Orthodox Church; and 


WHEREAS, the current church property on Atlantic Boulevard was purchased in 1959 in response to an extensive period of post-World War II growth, and a groundbreaking was held in 1966 with Bishop Aimilianos and Pastor Frank Kirlangitis officiating; and


WHEREAS, the parish aspired to reflect the beauty of the Orthodox religion within the construction of the church, and the resulting structure was nationally-recognized for its design; and

 
WHEREAS, the first Liturgy was held March 3, 1968 with Father Kirlangitis presiding; St. John the Divine Greek Orthodox Church now serves hundreds of congregants from all walks of life and is a multigenerational place of worship, representing a wide cross- section of the greater Jacksonville community; and

WHEREAS, having grown and thrived under its many dedicated, spiritual leaders over the decades, Rev. Dr. Nicholas G. Louh currently serves as officiating clergyman of St. John the Divine, guiding his home church confidently into the years ahead; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council hereby honors and commends St. John the Divine Greek Orthodox Church on the occasion of its 100th anniversary here in Jacksonville, and extends its best wishes for many more years of faithful service to its parishioners and to the Jacksonville community.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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